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Sir Henry Tulle, 


[LORD MAYOR| 
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ALDERMEN, 
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I To the Right Honourable | 
Sir Henry Tulle. 


LORD MAYOR 


rF  1HEs 


CITY OF LON DON: 


And to the Honourable Court of 


ALDERMEN. 


My Lord, 

A® I ſhow'd the juſt Deference T bad and 

muſt ever have to your Lordſhip, and te 
all the worthy Governours of this great City, 
when upon the firſt Intimation of the Choice 
you bad done me the favour to nuke of me, 1 
was ready to ſerve your Devotions, ſo pou 
the frgnification of your pleaſure, that I ſhould 
publiſh this Diſcourſe, tho' fitter for a Popular 


Audience 


a The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Audience, than for the Preſs, it would ill fait 
with the Office 1 have the Honowor to bear of 
Diftributing the Royal Alms, ſhould I any longer 
delay ſo ſlender a C ontribution as This t0 the 
City-Charity, to. be one- of your. Remembrabcert, 

and- Solicitors in that behalf. ._ - 

My Lord, While I Exhort you to FF wha 
is not only your Dnty but your Praftite, 1 take 
the only conrſe that is proper for One in my 
Station to Adori you and yet np! {ater 
nay to Commend You without 4 any C0; eepent G, 
eſpecially for your perpetual and ' moſt Loyal 
Care gf the Public Peace, which does. ſo nigh- 
tily befriend all Publick W, orks of: Charity, you 
that preſerve it by duly Exerciling your Au- 
chority, tho' you are far from Aﬀetting the 
ſtyle of -Benetadtors, -yer- you 'are | ſub Bud 
more, in Subor dinatitns 0 His Majofty:; who 
as fr rom His. Firſt Winderful and Hippy 'Re-. 
ſtanration. He may juſtly Wear T hat Glorious 
Title, The Repiirer of the: Breach.» Sopot: 
the Late #0 leſs happy; and perhaps all things 
conſzder d, nd leſs woideiful Re-E Jeabliſhmerts of 
rhe Government, and Re-Settlement- of: fo\mutly 
7 Oy Diſorder'd 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. it 


Diſorder d Corporations, He may be truly ſtyled, 
The Reſtorcr of Cirys to dwell in : For a 
Great City grows an Inhoſpitable if not an In- 
 babitable Place, and may be properly called a 
Great Wilderneſs, when the Bonds of Civil 
Government, which is ſo abſolutely Neceſſary to 
keep Humane Society together, are broken aſun- 
der : Tour Names will be famous in our Story, 
who under God andthe King, have been ſo In- 
frrumental in bringing back, Excellent Order 
where Confuſ;on, or which is all one, the Mul- 
titude began to Reign : T hat it may pleaſe God 
to Proſper and Perfett all Tour Honourable and 
Charitable Cndertakings is my Hearty Prayer.. 


My Lord, 
F am Your Eord{hip's 
moſt Obedient and 


moft Humble Servant, 


Fran. Roffens.. 


A "2 
SERMON 
PREACHED 
On St. Luke xiv. 12, 14. 


But when thou makeſs a Feaſt, call the Poor, 
the Maimed, the Lame, the Blind : 


And thou ſhalt be Bleſſed ; for they cannot re- 
compenſe tbee © for thou ſhalt be recompenſed 
at the Reſurre&ion of the Fuſt. 


ELL and Wiſely has the Piety of thoſe 

that went before us, ( a Piety worthily 
follow'd by the preſent Noble Senators of this Great 
City ) Ordain'd and Appointed, that theſe Holy 
Feſtival-Days, which wait upon Eaſter-Day, ſhould 
 beHononr d with theſe ſolemn Aſſemblies, and that 
in order to theſe two Great and Good Ends; in the 
firſt place, That of Prailing God with the reſt of the 
| - B Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian World, for the Glorious Reſurrection of 
our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour ; in the ſecond place, 
That of ſiirring up our AﬀeCtions to ſuch Good 
Works and Alms Deeds, as ſhall not fail to obtain - 
their Ample Recompence at the ReſurreStion of the 
aſt. 
Now both theſe weighty ſubzeds, the ReſurreQt- 
on and Charity, which ſhall then receive its Ever- 
Taſting Rewards, are joynd in my Text, and it 
will challenge your beſt and moſt awful Attention, 
i you will but conſider how Chriſt has put them 
together in another Text 3 where he gives us the 
ſame comfortable Expectation as he does here ; but 
allo a terrible warning that the particular Teſt and 
Tryal of all men at the General Reſurrection ſhall 
be, their having perform'd or negleGed theſe Offices 
of Charity to the Poor, the Hungry, the Naked, or 

any way diſtreſſed Chriftians. 
' To findout and ſhew you the full extentand defien 
of our Saviour's words in the Text, 'tis neceſſary to- 
look back and lay before you the Occaſion upon 
which they were ſpoken ; Our Lord you know was 
| fo Charitable, ſo Condeſcending as to make himſelf 
Familiar, and in a manner Domeſtique to thoſe that 
were none of the beft, becauſe he was ſtill in hopes 
of doing them ſome good ; and having been re- 
fleted upon by the Phariſees for Eating with Pub- 
licans, now to prevent their Murmuring he ſuffers 
himſelf to be over-entreated and invited by one of 
the Chief of the- Phariſees to Eat Bread in his Houſe ; 
| | where- 
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where it quickly appear'd they had at leaſt as much 
need of his Advice to Cure the Diſtempers of their 
minds, as had thoſe whom they contemptuouſly 
ſtiled Sinners; for preſently 'tis ſed, that againſt all 
the Laws of Hoſpitality, they watcht Him, that was, 
to ſteal His Words, or to find ſomewhat in his ACti- 
ons to Accuſe and Defame him ; the Bait they had 
Jaid as moſt likely to take him, was a Work of 
Charity, A Man to be healed of a Dropſy ; But it 
was their Saboath-Day, and when he puts them 
the Cale of Conſcience, Whether it were Lawtul 
to heal him then or no, they held their Peace, but 
with intent to make noiſe enough of it afterward, 
in caſe he proceeded to work the Miracle of Mercy, 
which nevertheleſs he did with a generous undaun- 
ted freedom, and then what he had done he main- 
taind with that ſtrength of Argument, as he re- 
duced them to'an abſolute Fncapacity of Anſwering 
him” again to theſe things. | 

Now though they had utterly ſpoyl'd the Grace 
of the Treat they had given him, by making bis 
Table a Snare to him, yet he whoſe Meat it was to 
fo the Will of bim that ſent him, and to finiſh his 
Iyork ; reſolves to make a Spiritual Entertainment 
for them, who had pretended to oblige him, by In- 
viting him to partake with them their Corporal 
Food ; and firſt he gives them to underſtand, That 
he would not Abridge their juſt Liberties of Enter- 
taining, nor even of Feaſting one another; bur he 
would Regulate theſe Civil Meetings of theirs, wher 
| B 2 he 
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he marks how they chaſe out the Chief Rooms ; he di- 
re&s them how they-may turn ſuch Commerces and 
Correſpondences as are neceſſary to fupport the 
Dignity and Comfort of Human Society, mto the 
Exerciſes of Virtue, of that fundamental Virtue 
profound Humility, if they will change their Pra- 
Rice which ſavourd too much of Pride, and if the 
will take his Counſel, Togo and fit down inthe loweſt 
Rooin. | ' | 
And having Preacl'd to them Humility at their 
Publick Feaſts, then he goes on to. Teach and ſhew 
them a more Excellent way, as the Apoſtke calls it, 
that is Charity ; Addreiling himſelf to him that bade 
him to Dinner, and with him probably many other 
Gueſts, Friends, Brethren, or Kinſmen, or rich Neigh- 
bours, with an eye to ſome mean Advantage or 
pitiful Intereſt, that they ſhould make him a 
fuitabfe Return either in the ſame kind, or mequal 
value ; he does not forbid this mutual kindneſs be-. 
tween Relations, as #f it were a Crime in it ſelf, 
bur he puts him in mind, that all this may be no- 
Virtue, that this may be nothing to Charity, nor 
yet advance one ſtep im the way to Heaven. But 
4 in ſted of the Rzch he would Call the Poor, in ſted 
of his Kindred the Stranger that is in Want, in fted 
of his Friends and Neighbours that do not need a 
Meals-meat from him, and can afford him as good 
Cheer again, he would make much of thofe thar 
can do nothing to help themſelves, The Maimed, 
the Lame, the Blind, ſuch as cannot Retribute any 
| thing 
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thing to him theic Entertainer and BenefaGor : then 
would the Hoſpitality be of the Nobleſt Kind, it 
would be perfect Charity, and he ſhould be Recom- 
penſed at the Reſurrection of the uſt. 

The words then are eaſily divided into theſe 
four Parts : 

Firſt, Here is a general expreſs Precept for Alms- 
Deeds, A Charge to them that are Rich inthis World, 
that they be ready to give, and apt to diſtribute, Call 
the Poor : "Tis ſpoken tothe Maſter of the Houſe, 
and in him to all others of the ltke Ability. 

Secondly, Here is matter of Precept mixt and 
zoyn'd with matter of Counſel and Advice, con- 
cerning the Manner, the Meaſures, the Rules of 
Proportion and. Decency to. be obſerv'd in doin 
our Alms-Deeds : Here are excellent DireQions 
given us to do; them preſently, and with our own 
Hands rather than leave them to be done by others 
after our Deaths, to. do them Diligently, Chearkally, 
Plentifully, nay Openly ſometimes, as well as Secretly 
at other times ; to-do-them with all the Conde- 
ſcending Kindneſs of Entertainers, for ſuch good 
natur'd qualifications as theſe are implied in theſe 
words, When thou: makeſt a Feaſt, Call the Poor. 

Thirdly, The Choice of fit ObjeQts for the Cha-- 
rity of the Rich is here determin'd, they muſt be 
ſuch as are Poor indeed, for {uch- they are not; nor 
are they properly {ſo call'd that are in condition to- 
help themſelves, they muſt be really helplefs Crea- 
tures, the Maimed, the Lame, the Blind.. 

Fourth ly 
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Fourthly and Laſtly, Here is ſet before us the 
moſt forcible Inducement, the ſtrongeſt Motive to 
Charity, the great Reward of it, and the greater 
by far the later it is Repayd; the Danger 1s only 
leaſt-a Recompenſe be made thee too ſoon ; but if 
thou canſt be Contented. ro ſtay a while, here 1s 
ofter'd the firmeſt Security,that thou ſhalt be Recom- 
penſed at the Reſurr eHion of the Fuſt. 

Firſt here 1s a general exprels Precept for Alms- 
Deeds, A Charge to them that are Rich in this World 
that they be ready to give, and apt to diſtribute, Call 
the Poor : *Tis ſpoken co the Maſter of the Houle, 
and in him to all others of the like Ability. 

For as Chriſt made this Exhortation to one of 
their Chiets, fo by parity of. Reaſon it extends it 
{elf to thoſe, and to thole eſpecially that bear Rule, 
Men Renowned for their Power, Leaders of the People 
by their Counſel, Rich Meri furniſht with Ability, living 
peaceably in their Habitations ; Theſe are the Titles 
of Honour which the Book of Wiſdome beſtows 
upon you, and to ſuch as you is this word of Com- 
mand given by the Lord of Life, that ye conſider 
the Poor : : for to this the Providence of God in 
the Beautiful Ordering of the World, and Ranging 
Mankind into ſeveral Degrees and Ranks, has givin. 
you- a ſpecial Call, to look down from your High 
but Slippery Places, with an Eye of Pity upon thoſe 
that lye at your Feet and can fall no lower ; ſuch 
is the wonderful and uſetu] variety of Gods Diſpen- 
ſations to Men, -that ſome ewer hired Servants in 
our 


[71 
our Father's houſe have enough and: to ſpare, while 
many a Son (and he notalways a Prodigal) is ready 
to periſh with Hunger ; and though King David after 
very long Experience was able to ſay, [have been 
Young and now am Old, and yet faw I newer the Righ-: © 
tcons forſaken, nor his Seed begging their Bread, that 
is, not Abandoned to a ſtate of Beggery or craving. 
of Alms without finding Rehief, ſuch a heavy Curle 
as that was denounced by David only againſt the 
Children of the Traytor- Judas, to, be Vgabonds. 
and begg their Bread, to ſeck, it alſo out of Defolate 
Places ; yet that there ſhould be ſome. tn a mean, 
and low Condition, 1s as necellary; as char others 
ſhould Abound ; tor an equality. of Wealth and 
Honour would '® impollible, and a Levelling Prin-- 
ciple can never be reduc'd to practice: For if all 
Men were Princes whom: ſhould each Govern ? if 
none were Poor, who ſhou'd do ſervile Offices, and 
who ſhou'd then ſupply: the Neceſlities of the Rich ?- 
I am apt to think that the greateſt Alteration 
that ever happen'd in theſe Weſtern Parts of the 
World, except when Chriſtianity came in, was,, 

when That by degrees turn'd out Slavery,the Roman 
Abſolute Slavery, under which an incredible number: 
of Men were ſubject to their Maſters as. to ſo many 
Monarchs that had Power of Life and Death. over 
them ; but what a Change would it be, if not: 
only Slavery were gone out of the World, but 
Service allo and Dependance- 'of Interiors upon thoſe 
that: 
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that -are-Fxalted with Honour, of the Needy upon 
thoſe that live at Faſe and in Plenty ; All thoſe 
who know not now what it 1s to want, the Scene 
being fo chang'd, would ſtand more in need of help 
than any: do now of relief; Confider it then as a 
Bounty of God to the Rich, 'that the. Poor ſhall 
never ceaſe ont of the Land, 'tis a Promiſe, a Gra- 
cious Promiſe, Dent. xv. 11. And Bleſs Almighty - 
God for providing -you theſe, not only as hewers 
of wood, and drawers of water, not only as helpers 
and ſupporters of your Temporal State, for the. 
daily preſſing neceſlities of Human Lite, but as im- 
provers of all your Spiritual Graces, Objeats of 
vour Comiſeration, ſuch as may call inceſfantly 
upon every tender Paſſion within you, ſuch as may 
ſtir up Reſentments of Gratitude to that Good and 
Gracious Maſter, who might with perfe& Juſtice 
have Jaid you as low as others whom you ſee in 
the Duſt ; ſuch as may excite you to produce con- 
tinual As of Love to that Bleſſed Saviour, who 
ſhed his moſt precious Blood, the Blood of God, 
for the very leaft of theſe; and has prepard a Re- 
ceptacle in {ome of the many Manſions in his Father's 
Houſe, for many a wretch who during his Pilgrimage 
here, takes up that Lamentation, T have no place to 
flee 1210, and no man careth for my Soul ; yet 'tis 
moſt dear unto Cod, and precious in the fight of 
the Lord, is the death of any Saint ; tho he be as 
contemptible as Lazarus was in the Eye of the Rich 
Man, yet the Angels of God are to carry his better 
part 
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part jpto the place! of Reſt, if he be Rich in Faith, 
if he well-pertorm that Part which God has Ap- 
pointed him in this Life z for as Human Life is 
aptly enough compar'd to the Acting upon a Stage, 
ſo he that Acts the Beggar well, and throughout 
maintains the decorum of the Perſon whom he 
ſuſtains, deſerves to be ſent off with as great Ap- 
plauſe, as he that ſtands for the Great Man in the 
Fable, {mce he 1s only the Richer Pageant of the 
two, and if it betruly ſaid by the Pfalmiſt that every 
Man is a Lye, then it may not be altogether im- 
properly ſaid, the Greater Man the Greater Lye. 
Bur if on the other {ide you fee yet a {adder Spe- 
Racle, that is pinching extream Poverty with lewd 
manners, for alaſs deſperate wickedneſs, and cruel 
want, are often found to joyn their hands, how 
uſeful is even ſuch an Objet&t of Sin and Miſery 
together, in thoſe whom the Pſalmiſt deſcribes, that 
will run here and there for Meat, and grudge if they 
be not ſatisfied, 'tis well if they do not Curſe too, 
how inſtructive are fuch*miſerable fights to make 
us pray heartily with the Son of Syrach, Give me 
neither Poverty nor Riches, feed me. with food con- 
wenient for me ; not Riches, fore-ſecing an evident 
Danger of Luxury and Epicurilm leading to direct 
Atheiſm, left I be full and deny thee, and ſay who 
3s the Lord ? and Danger too on the other (ide, 
left T be Poor and fteal, and take the Name of my God 
is vain 3 either forſwearing himſelf to get off from 
Pumſ{bment, facing Almighty Gad when he ſneaks 
| C 
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and ſhrinks from Man, or etſe *tis meant of habituak 
common Swearing, which heretofore few would be 
ouilty of ( ſo Abjefta Vice it was thought })-but the 
meaneſt People of as little Honour as Conſcience. 
But beſides fuch Reflections as theſe, which the 
{fight of the miſerable will ſuggeſt to raiſe and 
keep up Piety,. 'tis qur Advantage on another and 
greater Account, that the Poor we have always with 
#5. Our Saviour has ſaid it as it were Congratu- 
lating us the never-failing Opportunities of Exer- 
citing our Charity ; for were it not in Charity to 
us as well as to them, that we may do our elves 
g00d, has God any need of our Aid to provide for 
thoſe whoſe Condition ſeems fo necefiitous ? Thor 
Lord of thy Goodneſs haſt prepared for the Poor, ſays 
the Royal Prophet, 'tis his Goodneſs to thoſe that 
gIVe and not only. to. them that receive, that he 
will convey his Largeſfes through our hands to 
theirs, fer all the Beaſts of the Forreſt are his, and 
ſo are the Cattel upon a thouſand Hills : If T be awery, 
C lays he the Great Creatbr, and {o it the leaſt of 
his Creatures be hungry F: T will not tell thee, for 
the whole World is mine, and all that is therein : Ts: 
there not Stver and Gold enough in the bowels of 
the Earth, and Pearls in the bottom of the Sea enow 
to latisfie all Mens wants, and leave none to-com- 
plain in our Streets : or 1s God's Hand {horten'd 
that he cannot rain Quails again with Manoa eyery 
Morning ? ſo: all Men fhou'd Eat Angels Food, and 
bave Meat enongh ;but the Divine Wiſdome is not- 
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wont to be laviſh of Miracles, and 'tis perfe&& Goods 
neſs to make us Men, God's Inſtruments, good An- 
gels as it were to Guard and Afiſt our fellows in 
their Extremity ; nor is this Jett to our Choice to 
do it, or not to do it. I calld it a Precept or 4 
Command to the Rich, and it was the very form 
of Asking an Alms by "the Poor among the Jews, 
Give me as God has appointed or bidden you to do. 
Tis an aftirmative Precept, Call the Poor, and 
being ſuch does not oblige ad Semper, as the Schools 
ule to ſpeak, that 1s, it does not bind us to do ir 
at all times or without any Intermiffion, whereas 
Negative Precepts as, Thou ſhalt donwo Murther, docs 
ſo perpetually oblige, that we may at no time break 
them ; but perhaps there are few more dangerons 
fallacies, yet none. 'more common than this, becauſe 
[ cannot Charge another tor wanting C barity, tho 
he be not opening of his Hand, and giving every 
minute of his Lite, the Man, but 'tis the Old Man 
ſti]] within us, will be apt to Conclude, if the duty 
of doing his Alms takes no faſt hold of him now, 
nor to morrow, nor at any ſet rime hereafter, then 
when does 1t Iyc upon him? on this ſnppoſtion Þ 
will be very rarely or never Praftisd : It gives 
liccle leſs than a general Diſpenſation, tho nor by 
Abſolving a Man from any Tye upon him, yet by 
repreſenting it as no mortal fin to defer it as long 
as he pleales ; ; yet all this while his Conſcience may 
quiet it {elf : This was the Cale cf the Rich Young 
Man 1n the Golpel, All the Commandinents, faith he: 
C 2 | haze 
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have I kept from my Tonth. St. Chryfoftome' and 
moſt others are of Opinion that he was no Hypo=- 
crite, yet we are ſure that he was not ſincerely a 
Saint ; but he did not lay his uncharitable Omiffi- 
ons to Heart, for he that lovd his Mony better 
than Chriſt, muſt needs have been. guilty of ſhutting 
ap his Bon els of Compaſſion many a time, when 
ſaw his Brother have need, tho" his own memory 
could not perhaps reproach him with any one Odi- 
ous Inſtance of having deny'd an Alms, when he 
thought himfelf ſtrictly bound ih Conſcience to be- 
ſtow it. But now to ſtate our own Obligation. 
Firſt you may ſet it down asa certain Truth, that 
our Saviour here calls upon us to get the Habit of 
Charity, for the Habit of Uncharitableneſs is utterly 
mconſiſtent with a ſtate of Grace : Now a Habit 
of this nature cannot be gotten but by many Ads; 
and to think that one or a few incenfiderable Acts 
in the courfe of a Man's Life, wil (uffice'to- acquire 
and confirm this excelent Grace of Charity, 'tis as 
wild Divinity as that in the Feſnits Morals, where 
they have the hardineſs to maintain, That one ſuch 
AQ of Love to God, tho: no more be exerted by 
one Man, may ſerve his turn and Save him : Once 
then for all, we may take the perfe&t notion of 
this or any other Acquir'd Habit, from the great 
Philoſopher, who if he were not more a Divine, 
yet was leſs a Heathen than many of thoſe Romriſh 
Cafuifts. A Habit is then atrain'd when we have 
gain'd- the Pont upon our ſelves, to. work as we 
> 
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cugts with little or no difficalty ; If then we give 
not ealtly, willingly, conſtantly, or at leaſt very : 
frequently, we are ftill-co learn and to feek for the 
Habit of -Charity. 

I muſt needs ay mn the frvcial place, That ſome 
extraordinary Object of Compaſſion may be ſo 
prefling and lye hard on the Conſcience of any 
Chriſtian, as to bear it-down, and the feed of Grace 
the Vital Act in the Heart may be utterly deftroy'd 
for the -preſent, if he turns away his Face and does 
not put forth. his hand to fave his Brother, for 
whom Chriſt was pleaſed to Dye. The Prieſt and 
Levite who paſt by the Poor Man that had fallen 
among Thieves, and left him there weltring in his 
Blood, they drew it no doubt upon their own: 
heads, and are Condemn'd by the Mouth of our 
Bleſſed Lord, for fo not loving their Neighbour, 
as-if they had been Acceffories to the killing of him > 
nay Principals not only in mortally Wounding his: 
Body, but their own Souls. 

But I muſt alſo ofter this as my Third Concluſi- 
on, That a Paſſionate, a Vehement, an Aﬀectionate,, 
or for want of an Exgliſh word to hic my Concepti- 
ons fully, give me leave to call it an AﬀeSinous 
ſetting the Heart upon Wealth and worldy Goods, 
more than upon Heaven and the way to Heaven: 
by Charity, is a ſtate of Sin and of Death : tho: 
the Conſcience like his who had great Poſſeflions 
be ſo partial to its {elf, as being not throughly Ex-- 
amined, to. make a. Rn rot Gritty of any Groſs: 

| - Om 
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Omiſſions in this kind, or of any notorious Act of 
. Uncharitable dealing, or of any Habit to make 
one appear Hard-hearted, yet if your Treaſure be 
upon Earth and your Souls &be ſet upon- it, they 
muſt needs be ſtak'd down here too, and mount 
no higher ; for it is a Judg'd Caſe, and with all the 
Reaſon in the world, That where your Treaſure 1s, 
there will your Hearts be alſo. 

But it may be Objected and Thoughts may ariſe 
in your Hearts, if there be ſo much danger of doin 
too little and too ſlender Alms ; then What is enough 
for the Rich to beſtow upon Charity ? ſhall I ſay, 
whatever they can ſpare from their own Occaſions? 
that will not advance one foot toward ſtating the 
Queſtion ; tis only raiſing another, a harder Que- 
ſtion, which the beſt Caſuiſts will never be able to 
ſcrtle. De ab yjiciendo Superfiuo, of the parting with 
our {uperfluit y to relieve thoſe in need or neceflity. 
But what 15 ſuperabundance to ſome, 1s ſcarce a Com- 
petency to others 1n different liar: ; Upon 
the whole matter, np preciſe bounds and limits can 
be ſet for all Men, nor for any two Men in the 
World, tho we could ſuppoſe them exactly alike in 
Minds, Bodies and Eſtates ; It muſt be when all is 
done, in taking the meaſures of this or any other 
Chriſtian Graces, prout wir prudens definiverit, as 
Old Philoſophy could never .otherwile aflign the 
conſtant Exerciſe of moral Virtues its juſt Amplia- 
tions and Reſtrictions, but only as Prudence ſhould 
define them 1n particular Caſes; indeed to: {uit this 
with 
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with Divinity it muſt be Chriſtian Prudence, that 
1s well guided Piety or Conſcience wilely direGed 
Nor do's the Apoſtle St. Paul go yery much farther 
towards fixing rhe definite Proportions of Charity 
in the almoſt infinite Circumſtances of mcn, than 
the Maſters of our morals had cone betore him, in 
de{cribing the Lines and Limits of what they called 
Mercy; only St. Paut ſeems to enjoyn one thing 
necetfary to Enter and Engage good Chriſtians in 
a Courſe of Charity, that they all ſhould have ſer 
times as they are the Srewards of Cod, to make up 
their Accounts for Pons Uſes, that theſe {ct tunes 
ſhould be ſo near one another, as to keep the Trade 
of Charity quick, upon the firſt day of the week let 
every one of you lay by him in ftere ; But when it 
comes to naming the Sum that every one muſt 
allow, St. Paul himſelf could not ofter any common 
meaſure, he does not decimate or call upon thenx 
for a Tenth, nor yet for a Twentieth Part, or Fxa&t 
upon them at any determinate Rate, But let every 
one lay by himin ſtore as God hath proſpered him. 

It it be Reply'd that this 1s to leave our Duty at 
fuch Uncertainty, as makes it hard to know when 
our Righteouſneſs, that is, our Charity exceeds theirs 
who ſhall by no means enter into the Kingdom of” 
Heaven': my Anſwer is, All ſuch Scruples are caſily 
removed, if inſted af diſputing how much 'ris our 
Obligation to give, we fall to practiſing and aboun- 
ding in the IWork of the Lord, this 1s to take the 
fate and the high-way to Heaven. And lis falls in 

with: 
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with my ſecond Part : Here is a matter of Precept 
mixt and joyn'd with matter of Counſel and Advice 
concerning the Manner, the Meaiures, the Rules of 
Proportion and Decency to be obſerved in doing 
our Alms-Deeds, Here are excellent DireQtons 
oxven us to do them preſently, and with our own 
hands, rather than leave them to be done by others 
after our Deaths; to do them Diligently, Chearfully, 
Plentifally, nay Openly ſometimes as well as Se- 
cretly at other times, to do them with all the Con- 
deſcending Kindneſs of Entertainers, for ſuch good 
natur'd Qualifications as theſe are implyed in theſe 
words : When thou makeft a Feaſt, Call the Poor. 
This ſaying differs much from that other ſaying ; 
Sell what you have and give to the Poor, fo lays our 
Bleſſed Saviour, St. Luke xii. but it is a plain Caſe, 
That was only proposd and advisd to ſome, never 
imposd by Chriſt upon any but one, that Rich 
Young Man we ſpoke of ; His Caſe was.ſingular ; 
Our Lord diſcerned him to be as worldly as wealthy, 
therefore it was neceſlary for his Eternal Salwation, 
to part him and his Great Poſſeflions ; But good 
Amends would have been preſently made him, he 
would have been admitted to be one of the Peculiar 
Followers of Jeſus, and probably the Power of 
working Miracles would have been given him : 
But for the Generality of Mankind they are left 
free, and forced upon none of theſe Extraordinary 
Attainments, whether they will or no ; He that led 
to the Holy-Ghoſt 1n the matter of Alms was told 
by 
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by St. Peter, While the Land remained was it not 
thine own, and after it was ſold was it not in thine 
own power 2 :that is to. do. what he-pleas'd with the 
Money paid fot it. * And yet: ſuch as ſould their 
Lands, and laid the prices at the Apoſiles feet, an1 
Diſtribution was made unto every man according as 
be had need, thele have that Character immediately 
given them, that Great Grace was upon them. all. 
Notwithſtanding which, to ſay that our Saviours 
words in St. Like, Sell what you have and give ts 
yhe Poor, obliges the Rich to part with all, or as 
Zachens did, (and it was well done of him ) with 
| the one half of his Goods to the Poor, this was one 
dangerous part of Pelagizs'es Herelie. Therefore 
Chrift did not preſs that Publican to fo vaſta Pro- 
portion of Alms as he gaveunaskt, and then Chriſt 
Gracioufly Accepted it ; nor does Chriſt Labour 
the Phariſee in my Text, ro deveſt himlelt of his 
whole Eftate at once ; But implies ſufficiently thar 
it was Lawful for him to keep up ſome port, and ts 
abide in a Condition of ſometimes making a Feaſt ; 
Nor can I think it unlawful for you that are Mana- 
gers of uſeful Bounties, to keep up the Honour of 
this Renowned City, as well as you are Stewards 
and 'Governours of Publick Charitys, that you 
maintain theſe your Hoſpitable Feaſts, to encourage 
more ſuch Charitable BenetaQtions, by the memo- 
rial of thoſe whoſe Names are as precious Oyitment ; 
nor will I go about to ſtint the Allowance of your 
domeſtick friendly Meetings by the Fanuian Law, 

| D which 
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which permitted the Citizens of Rowe in the height 
and flouriſhing of their Empire, to ſpend no moreat a 
Feaſt,and the Sempronian Law nomoreat a Marriage 
Feaſt, than would amount to a Crown of the Sun in 
the modern Coin; TI will not preſume to contract your 
Entertainments by ſo ftrict Laws as thoſe, any more 
than I would contine your Eſtates by that Agrarian 
Law which the Common-wealths-men ( that wou'd 
gladly have a ſhare m your Lands) would fain intro- 
duceupon you; But tho' I do not preicribe to your 
Liberality at the Table, hitherto fbalt thou go and 16 
further; tor abundantly enoughand to ſpare is allow'd 
toa Feaſt, as our Blefied Lord approv'd by his own 
Practice, when he Treated the Multitude, there were 
taken up of the Fragments twelve Baskets full : tho/ 
I do not offer to ſet you ſuch bounds as you ſhall 
nct paſs in your Civil Entercourſes, yet I ' muſt 
needs Add, there ts danger enough when the Rich 
do but Feaſt one another, elfe it wou'd never have 
been given in Caution, When thou ſhalt have Eaten, 
end art full, then beware left thou forget the Lord ; 
whom they areleaſt apt to remember, who lye upon 
Beds of Ivory, and ftretch themſelves upon their 
Conches, aud F.at the Lambs out of the Flock, and 
the Calves out of the midſt of the ſtall, that drink 
Wine in Bowls, but they are not grieved 'for the Af- 
fliction of Joſeph : there ts hazard alſo of feeding 
che diſcafe of our nature, too worldly Aﬀections 
in Treating our Friends and Relations. The firſt 
great Feaſt we Read of was Gen. xx1. A better 

Man 
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Man than he that made it, or a juſter Occaſion of 
Feaſting could ſcarce have been found, Abrahan: 
the Father of 1/aack and of all the Faithful, kept 
it in Token of Gratitude to God for rhe Son of his 
Old Age, and the Heir of Promiſe, yet it prov'd 
_ of Melancholy Conſequence ; it ended in Abraham's 
Sorrow and 1/hmael's Baniſhment. Bur if our Feaſts 
bear no reſemblance with the Ancient Feaſts of 
Charity, if there be no Conſideration had of the 
Empty Souls, while we have enough and to ſpare, if 
God-were Angry with his Peoples Faſts in Tſaiah, 
for want of Alms joyn'd with them, then how much 
more will he be with our Feaſts, if we let our 
Brethren Rarve while we are indulging our ſelves: 
Bur if to keep far enough from that uncharitable 
waſting Sin (as Divines call it ) we- aim ar Charity 
in an Heroick Degree, Chriſt here chalks out the 
way to it, When thou makeſt a Feaſt, Call the Poor, 
that is make it ſometimes on purpoſe to Solace and 

Relieve them ; wherein there 1s 
Firſt imply'd a Seaſonable Advice for thoſe who 
have not the Courage to give as long as they have 
the Power to keep any thing, but talk of Bequeath- 
Ing much when it ſhall be no longer their own; 
they are Fools if they do not know what they Tempt 
thoſe whom they pinch, to wiſh and pray for, and 
they are the greater Fools if they deny the Poor 
and themſelves too, yet fo do moſt of the Covetous, 
but he that Counſels us here to Feaſt the Poor, in- 
tends we ſhould do it before there is nothing left | 
D 2 Us 
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us but zo feaſt the IVorms ; I confeſs if men have a 
fixt and ſincere Intention of giving all in a lump to 
ſome very great and good Work for which they 
gather, God may be honour d by fuch a whole frec- 
will Offering from them Living or Dying 3 but yet 


*ris ſurer a great deal which is {o given already as to 


be without power of a Revocation ; 'tis ſater to di- 
ſtribute with your own hands, than to truſt in others 
what you could not obtain of your felves to per- 
form ; tis greater conſolation to ſee with your own 
Eyes fo many of your good Works upon the tile, 
and it is more efficacious than any thing to encreafe 
your Charity, or even to inflame it, when the Head, 
the Hand, the Heart, is conſtanrly. exerciſed and 
yet never weary of well-doing ;, This: ts to. keep up 
a Trade of Charity, where it may be truly ſaid; thace 
the light Gains make the heavy Purſe, continual Ads 
of Mercy and ſpreading our Alms thm on many 
lefler Objefs of our. Compaiſion : This is moſt 
properly Sowing, and ſowing plenteouſly, *tis laying 
up a growing Treaſure in Heawen, tis gathering 10 
ones ſelf a good Reward againſt the Day. of Neceſſity, 
and think what a folly it is to leave the Torch be- 
hind one, being to go through a dark and diſmal 
Paſſage, what madneſs to leave what thou loveſt fo: 
well in the place from whence thou art going, in- 
ftead of ſending it before to that abiding City, 
Again, When thou makeſt a Feaſt, Call the. Poor ; 
it fyppoſes a carctulneſs for them, a double-diligence 


firſt to find out and invite them, then to receive 
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and refreſh:them 3 This is - fo extremely far Fony 
turning away thy face from any Poor Man, as rather 
to trave]- in queſt of ſuch pitiful Objects, ' this is 
what David calls, Confedering the Poor and Needy, 
Laying out our Thoughts for them, and fending 
out- our Meſlengers, as did'the Venerable Hoſpr- 
cable 'and Charitable Old Man; When I ſar abun- 
dance of Meat, ſaid Tobit, I fac to my Son, go and 
bring what Poor Man foewer thou ſhalt find out of our 
Brejdrew: who 1s mindful of the Lord. _ 

Again, to. F eaſt them means to. Relieve them 
Phentifully, tho' it docs not mean a Mifer's Feaſt, 
for one Luxurious Meal, nor ſhould the Poor be 
Freated with meats compounded and 'metamor-- 
phos'd by: "the Rules of Frregular Gluttony : yet 
ter it 'Be' 4 PFeaft, a frugal one but ſtill a Feaſt to. 
chew! etiough t to fatisfie' the Soul of the Hungry 
ſhould be ſometimes prepar'd on purpoſe jor them, 
#hd thus has Cod provided for them, that ſome of 
the beſt ind moſt delicious Meats are the very 
cheapeſt and eaſieſt' to be had; ſince it was not 
only ' the Privilege of the Lent of Promiſe, but a: 
Common Bleſng almoſt upon All Lands, to flow- 
with Milk, and-Honey. * 

Again, When thin makeſt a Feaſt, Call the Poor. 
and if this can hardly be done fo filen ly, but thar- 
ſome little Notice will be taken of it, then be 
not Aſham'd of ſeemiag to do that Good which. 
really thou dot; as this ts 2 common Fault, now. 
Picty 18 driven. into Corners, and Charity © felt is. 

become. 
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become a pulillanimous, a bluſhing thing before the 
Men of a Giant-like mind, who make 4 mock of 
Sin and of Virtue too ; nor be Afraid to let thy 
Light ſhine before Men, ſince all manner of Good- 
Forks that happen to be ſeen of Men, are not there- 
fore unpleaſing to God, but only ſuch as are done 
with fo vile a principal End as to be feen of Men, 
and not with a primary Intent, that thoſe Men may 
Glorifie thy Father which is in Heaven. 

Laſtly, When thou makeſt a Feaſt, Call the Poor, 
that is Call them to be thy welcome Gueſts, thy 
humble Friends, thy Spiritual Kindred ; ftace Chriſt 
has Call'd them his Brethren , ſtace he has made 
them Heirs and Coheirs with himſelt and thee; Lay 
alide thy ſupercilious . Demeanopr toward them, 
nay put off now and then that Awful Diftance 
which Decency requiresthee to keep at other times; 
Let ſome of them at theſe good Times be feated, 
at thy Table with thee ; thy Betters have us'd then. 
more .familiarly, they have girded themſelves' and 
ſerved them with a Real not.an Aﬀectted Humility ; 
The Greateſt Kings and Queens. have not thought 
it too little for them to waſh am kiſs their Feet, in, 
Imitation of him that introduc'd the {ame ſignificant 
Ceremony, propoſing it for a Pattern to his Follow- 
ers; and where can even Royal Duſt and Aſhes lay 
_ themſelves low enough in an Office of Devotion to, 
him in the Proxies or in the Perſons of thoſe that 
are his, when he the Son:of God, he who thought it 
220 Robery to be Equal with God, yet took upon him 
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the form of a Servant, and was content to Abaſe 
himſelf, even to kiſs the Feet of the Traytor Judas. 
But tho we are not obliged to fall fo low to the 
Poor as always to {ct them above us, yet there 1s 
one Complement ef{ential to make it: a Feaſt, 2 all 
thy Gifts ſhew a Chearful Conntenance, ' fays the 
Wiſe Man, for God lowes a Chearful Giver, fays the 
Apoſtle ; and then there is felt and enjoy'd true 
pleaſure in the AR of Charity ; when Chearfulneſs 
dilates and enlarges the Heart of the Almzer as well 
as the Soul of the Alms-Mar:. 

But now 'tis high time for me to interpole one 
Caution, and that Caution will naturally meet me 
upon my third Head of Diſcourfe : That tit Objedts 
for. the Charity of the Rich muſt be ſuch as are 
Poor indeed, for ſuch they are not, nor are: they 
properly ſo called that are in condition to help them- 
ſelves, they muſt be really helpleſs: Creatures, the 
Maimed, the Lame, the Blind. 

For to. nouriſh Idlene(s,. the certain fore-runner, 
i not the Companion of Wickedneſs, is but miſta- 
ken: Charity, and thoſe that have two hands left 
them' ta teed one Mouth, are to be counted 
with thoſe that are Rich enough, 1f they are no- 
way difabled ; from ſuch our Alms would be more 
kindly withdrawn than extended.to them 3. or ra- 
ther inſtead of theſe External Works of Mercy, 
thoſe which the Schoolmen call. Internal, ſhonld be 
applyed to them ; ſuch as Good Connfe), with Af- 


{iltance taward' their Settlement, to make them 
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ſome way uſeful to their Country, or at leaſt no 
longer Burthens of the Earth; or if Advice be loſt 
upon them, another Office of Charity to their Souls 
at leaſt, even Caſtigation and Compulſton upon 
them is but their Due as well as our Duty to ſolicit 
it. I muſt have leave in this place to lament the 
miſerable Abuſe of ſo vaſt a Fund for Charity, as 
perhaps ao Kingdom urnider Heaven can boaſt the 
like, I mean that Yearly Treaſure raisd by virtue 
of that exceedingly well meant and ill manag'd A& 
for every Pariſh in the Nation to maintain their 
Poor, who thereupon make themſelves ſuch on pur- 
pole, and are become perte&t Oppreflors in the Land, 
which they will not fet-their Hands to 'Caltivate, 
how low ſoever the Husband-man's Trade is grown 
for want of Labourers, that Honourable thrivm 

| Profeſiion heretofore, but now decayed and: fallen 
together with your Rents ; which is all for want 
of Executing that wholſome Statate-Law, the ſame 
in ſubſtance with that Apoſtolical Canon, IF any 
one would not Work neither” ſhould be Eat. © * 

Bnt on the other {ide T muſt needs highly 'com- 
mend and congratulate this City, ſo many Work< 
Houſes to Chaſtiſe and Reduce the Vagrant and 
Vicious Poor ; fo many Late uſetul Inventions to 
Employ the Filing-Poor, and to put even ſach asare 
halt Cripples in a way of getting their Bread ; {6 
many worthy Active Undercakers to find 'em work, 
that they may Eat the Labour of their Hands, who- 
ever they are that Engage in this Labour of Love, 

to 
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to Gather the Diſperſed from door to door, and te 
make 'em live by themſelves and their own- handy- 
works, they do as it were treat them every day, and 
may the good Conſcience of their own deeds be to them- 
{elves a continual Feaſt | But the moſt goodly fight of 
all in this noble City are ſo many fair Hoſpitals, either 
to iffloſe thole whom the Hand of God has toucht 
-with Lunacy ; or to breed np poor Children abandan'd 
to the narrow mercy of the wide World ; or to keep 
thoſe from ſtarving that are poor indeed, the Maim'd, 
| the Lame, and the Blind : Let me but Read you a 
true Report, @Xc. 

Now.I hope Strangers when they ſurvey theſe 
Mcnuments of Antient and Modern Piery, will not 
Aay that the Church of England owns any ſuch 
Solifidian DoGQrine, as tends to the Diſparagement 
of Good Works, none will imagine that our Refor- 
"mation 15 not a Soil for Charity to proſper upon, where 
has it grown or flouriſht more than it has among us 
both heretofore, and of late? I have been Askt abroad 
by way of Reflzxion; Who Built our Churches in 
London 2 T have Anſwered, The Old ones were moſt 
of them built before the Corruptions of Rowe, and 
ſince the Fire of Lonudow we know who Rebuilt 'em. 
But no where does the City-Charity look more hope- 
fully, nor promiſes greater Advantages to the. Public 
as well as to'the Poor, than 1t does in thoſe ſeveral 
Royal and Ample Foundations lately Repair'd and 
Reſtor'd to receive thoſe wretched Infants, expos'd 
to a Condition well nigh as deplorable as that whom 
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the Prophet deſcribes ; to theſe the King is infted of 
God, and not only ſays unto them when they are as 
it were #12 their Bloud, Live ; iLut takes ſuch honou- 
rable Care of their Education, that they may not live 
in vain ; may God Almighty add to the King's Life 
thoſe Years which the King by his Bounry and Good- 
neſs has prevented from being cut off, from the Lives 
of theſe Little Ones; or from being ſo. milemploy'd as 
would inall likelihood have brought 'em to ſhametul 
Deaths. 

And may his Majeſty live to perfect his other moſt 
Royal,moſt Chriſtian Deſign in the Neighbourhood of 
this City,that ſtately Pile whole Walls are now happily 
riſing tor the reception of Lame and Maimed $ ouldiers: 
that after Brave Men have ſerv'd the King in his juſt 
Wars, they may not want a proviſion and place of Re- 
rirement inthezr Old broken Age,where they may end 
their Days in ſerving Gad, and ſtill praying for the Lite 
of the King. 

Such as theſe be they Young or Aged, as long 
as they are uncapableof ſubſiſting by themſelves, our 
Saviour in the words of my Text, eftectually recom- 
mends them to be treated with all Humanity and Ten« 
der Mercy ; fuch Poor as theie are the Wealth of a 
Chriſtian Corporation, as that holy Deacon S. Laurence 
Anfwered that Cruel and Covetous Preſident, who de- 
manded of him the Gold and Silver riſing from the 
great Oblations. at the Altar where he Miniſtred, he 
muſter'd upa vaſt number of Poor Saints, ſome widonr 


Eyes, ſome whole Arms were quite wither'd away, 
athers 
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others derrepit with Age, who had loft the'uſe of their 
Feet, and ranging all theſe miſerable creeping things 
{ſo as the Governour might have his full view of them, 

Behold ({aid he) theſe are the Churches hidden Treaſure: 

but Imay fay theſe are not only as the Publick Stock of 
your City, but as its Walls and Bulwarks : and the 
mercy ye ſhew to ſuch as theſe, is as one of the Orna- 
mentsof your Power, like one of yaur Gold Chains, 'ris 
Solomon's Compariſon and not mine, -=_ rot Mercy for- 
ſake thee, bindit about thy Neck, Prov. 11. 3. asif Solomon 
himſelf for outward Glory had newer RY arrayed like 
one of thoſe, whoſhine within and without by their noble 
Acts of mercy. 

And thus I ah coming into my fourth and Jaſt 
part, the Glories of this Grace or the great Reward 
of Charity, ſo much the greater when it comes 
the longer it is a coming.; And thou ſhalt be bleſſed 

for they cannot recompenſe thee , they whom thou 
chooſeſt to Relieve in thy dif-intereſted Charity can- 
not if they would repay thee, but he that Aſluredly 
can, Infallibly will ; ſo this is placing our Charity as 
Uſucers do their Mony, moſt wilhingly on good Secu- 
rity to thoſe that will keep it longeſt, ſo they ſhall be 
certainly paid Uſe upon Uſe for it, and conlider'd for 
the very forbearance of their Intereſt : Not that the 
_ Charitable Man goes without a Bleſſing in this Lite ; 
the Poor have a ſpecial Prerogative from God to Bleſs ; 
and as Rich as Fob was before his Adverſity, he was 
highly pleas'd to receive their Benedictions ; Vher the 
Ear beard me then it. bleſſed me, becauſe IT delivered rie 


Poor that Cryed, and the F perieſs, and himthat bad none 
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to help him, the Bleſſing of him that was ready to periſh 
came upon me; And well may their Bleſſings be deſi- 
rable, when on the other ſide their Curſes are fo formi- 
dable ; for ſure the Son of Syrach knew what he faid, 
Turn not away thine Eye from the Needy, and give hin 
none Occaſion to Curſe thee ; for if he Curſe thee in the 
bitterneſs of his Soul, his Prayer ſball be heard of him 
that made him : Strange that an Imprecation ſhould be 
called a Prayert fuch a Prayer as #s turx'd into Sin upon 
him. that puts it up, and yet is received by God as a 
Petttion or Charge upon him that provokes and extorrs 
tt; Bur on the other ſide, how many are the Bleſlings. 
that are even heapt upon the Liberal Soul that dewiſeth 
Liberal things,and by Liberal things ſhall he be eftabliſht ; 
It Bl:ſſing hm in his Perſon that confiders the Poor and 
Needy, If delivering him mm the time of trouble, If pre- 
ſerving him and keeping him Alive that he may be bleſ- 
fedupon Earth,if Comforting him when he lyeth fick upors 
bis Bed and making all bis Bed in his fickneſs, if theſe 
are mighty Bleſſings, aH theſe are put together in one 
place,and a Concordance would help me toa thoufand 
more ſuch places, full of Bleſſings as great and as certain: 
| as theſe, and all theſe on this fide Heaven : But the 
ſtrongeſt motive of all is that in my. Text, the moſt 
unreſiſtible Argument for giving Alms,tho Hoping for 
nothing agatn in this world, is That thou fhalt be Recom- 
penft at the Reſurretion of the Juſt. 

ft is not fatd thon ſhalt merit Heaven by thy Good- 
Works, the beſt,the nobleſt Ac of Charity muſt needs 
be that, to lay down our Lives for our Brethren ; yet 
Martyt= 
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Martyrdome it ſelf ought not to be put mtothe Scale, 
as if it were Weighty or Worthy enough to deſerve an 
exceeding and eternal weight of Glory ; for I reckon ( lays 
St. Paul ) that the ſu fferings of this preſent time are not 
worthy to be Compared with the Glory that ſhall be Re- 
vealed in us, yet, lays the ſame Apoſtle in an other 
place, our light Affliction which js but for a moment, 
worketh for ns a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
Glory; ſo our Doing Good as well as our ſuffering 
Evil are a ſure means to Obtain though not to Merzt, 
and as the certain Recompente in the World to come 
1s here made a moſt forcible Argument for Charity, ſo 
the Charity that ſome Exerciſe without receiving their 


Recompence in this World, is an invincible Proof of 


a World to come. 

For now ſuppoſe a man with all this heap of pitiful 
Accidents upon him whictr our Saviour puts together 
in the Text, Poor, Maimed, Lame, and Blind, add to 
theſe the Torments of Cramps and Stone, to keep: hinr 
perpetually on the wrack from his Child-hood to ex- 
tream Old-Age ; and-yet this poor man perſeveres 
m the Fat h, and practiſes more Charity even that of 
Alms, than do all the Rich, parting with his xwo Mites 
(as the Widdow did with all her Eiving } when he 
hears of one in more nmmedite danger of ftarving 
than himſelf ; he will truſt to him that feeds the Ra- 
vens, to ſupply his next days Exigenee ; tho ze patient 
Continnance in well-doing may qualitie and enable hins 
to cty out, Centuplum in hac Vita, that Cod has giver 
bun a bundred fold in this Life, ok Joy in the Holy 
| Ghoſt 
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Ghoſt, and Expectations of Bliſs, yet it can never 
conſiſt with the Goodneſs of God to ſuffer any per- 
fectly good Man feeding himſelf with ſuch Expecati- 
ons, to be at length defrauded and diſappointed ; and 
the Juſtice of God requires that he be one day recom- 
penſt, ſeeing it Is .a Righteous thing with God, lays the 
Apoſtle, to recompenſe Tribulation to them that trouble 
his Saints, And to thoſe who are troubled reſt with: us, 
when the Lord Feſus ſball be revealed from Heawen with 
his mighty Angels : And ſeeing it is a Stoical or rather 
a Chimica), an Empirical Divinity, that by making 
Virtueits own Reward, prepares a great Iillolvent to 
Annihilace Virtue itſelt, and bring 1t to nothing, then 
fince that God is Juſt and moſt pertect Juſtice it ſelf, 
there needs muſt be a Day sf Recompenſe, a Tame of 
Refreſhing, a time when every Lazars that received 
his Evil things ſhall be Comforted, and when every 
Rich Man thar has already Recezved and Abus'd his 
Good things ſhall be Tormented; But this Timeand that 
Recompenle cannot be to a Man in ſuch a Caſe as I 
have ſuppos'd, till after this Lite, therefore it proves 
{ufficiently that there 1s a Life to Come. 

Bur if ſuch a practice of Go! Works in the midſt &f 
ſuch almoſt inſupportable Evils of this Life, be a Rea- 
fon ſtrong enough to prove theres a Life to come, 
fo that a Man ſhall ſay werily there is a Reward for the 
Righteons ; then fuch a Lite and ſuch a Reward once 
prov'd, is the ſtrongeſt Argument in the World, and 
the moſt perſuaſive to the Practice of ſuch Good-IArks- 
only to mention this Argument of a Recompenſe at the 

Reſur- 
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Reſurre&ion, were Charity never ſocold, were ſufficient 
to raiſeit up from the dead again; ro think that many 
a poor. Good Man, whom you have ſeen frozen. 
almoſt ro Death rhis Jaſt hard Winter, and have ſup- 
plyed him wich the means to warm him till his loyns 
 bleft you, many a blind, Maimed or Lame, whom you 
have as it were led by the hand out of his preſent mile- 
ry,ſhall one day become a Guide ro you as you were to 
him formerly 3 that he ſhall have the Agtlity of a 
Spirit, and the diſcerning power of a Spirit of a Juſt 
Man made perfect, to behold you coming toward the 
place of Bliſs, and to call you as the good Angel did 
the Apoſtle, Come up hither ; if this will not prevail 
with you 70 Catl the Poor, and give them a little Com- 
fort in this World, hothfng will ever move you: this 
is that Powerful Motive our Saviour uſes, to »zake our 
Selves friends in Heaven, by giving Alms upon Earth, 


that when we fail they may receive us, that the Het#s of 


Salvation may be allowed and fent forth by God to. 
meet us when we enter into the New World, that they 
may Conduct us znto their Everlaſting Habitations ; 
for as St. Chryſoſtom Argues upon that place, F we go- 
to a ſtrange City we need a Guide, mmch more to another: 
World, when the Soul is torn away from the Body, the 
ftaff upon which it heand, then it has Dreads and Hor- 
ror ( ſays he) when it quits this Fleſh. And if you. 


will torgive.me the laying of one Quotation upon ano- 


ther, St. Cyprzan {peaks ſo patherically tothe ſame Pur- D: Miun- ,; 
poſe how they ſhall welcome us into the Other World, i= 


for whom we had Charity or Kindneſs 1n this, that with 
| A 
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a Lively Deſcription and Diſcourſe of His, fince Tcan- 
not with a better, I ſhall Conclude mine. ho 7s 
there ( ſays he ) who 'being to ſayl homeward to his 
Friends does not make wiſhes for a proſperous Gale, that 
he may quickly embrace thoſe whom he loves ſo dearly ? 
Let us account that Paradice 5s owr Country, as we have 
look'd upon the Patriarchs to be our Parents; why do we 
not haſten and move forward apace to ſee that Country 
of ours, and ſalute thoſe Parents? there are a vaſt num- 
ber of Perſons very dear unto us that expe& us, our 
Forefathers, our Brethren, our Children, a numerous 
Company that lon efor our coming to them, being ſecure 
of their own, and ſtill ſolicitous for our Imortaliiy : : fo 
ee them again and grow into Embraces with them, How 
will it A fect and Tranſport both us and them ? wha 
kind of Bliſs is there inthoſe Heavenly Kingdoms, which 
conſifts with no fear of Dying, with an Aſſurance of 
Living Eternally ? there is the Apoſtles glorious Oire, 
there the Prophets honourable Senate, there the Legions 
of Crowned Martyrs that Dyed and Suffer d Valiantly, 
there the Triumphant Virgins that have ſubdued and 
tamed by the mighty hand of Continence the Carnal De- 
ſires of the Body, there the merciful Men who have dealt 
their Doles and Largeſſes to the Poor and Needy ; Let 
1s haſten away to theſe, *"wingd with a fervent deere to 
be with theſe, to be with Chriſt. Let this be the Aim 
of all our wiſhes," Let God ſee ſuch thonghts in us, Let 
Chriſt ſee the Travail of our Soulsthe Tntent of our F IRS 
who will aſſuredly give them Larger Rewards,wh ofe $ ouls 
are more exvlaracd toward Heaven and Eternity. 
Now unto the King Ecernal, Immortal, @c. 


